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all-but-universal opposition of pious Orthodox Jews
against Zionism when it was first established* In
their own words, their objection was against human
interference with the divine plan. Because of their
belief that God would bring the Jews back to Palestine
in His own good time under the leadership of the
Messiah, they thought it sinful for men to anticipate
the Messiah's advent. But there is an implication in
the belief, which Orthodox Jews may not consciously
realize, but which may, I think does, greatly influence
their unconscious feeling. The significance of the
much-looked-and-prayed~for coming of the Messiah
would be not only Jewish, it would be universal* It
would be a time of redemption for all humanity.
The hope for the coming of the Messiah was a uni-
versal hope. It belongs to the universalist aspect of
Judaism* Orthodox Judaism was universalistic in
its conception of God and His purposes for humanity.
The Orthodox Jews' objection to Zionism can be
interpreted as the objection of religion which is
universalist to delimitation by a nationalist context.
And though Orthodox Judaism takes a part, its own
part, in the work of upbuilding Palestine, it persists
in vehement opposition to Jewish nationalism.

The attitude  of Liberal Judaism is  somewhat
different.    The  opposition  or  indifference which